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therefore for the present ask you not to submit his name for a
Peerage.
760 (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to General Ponsonby
10, DOWNING STREET. WHITEHALL. 9 March. 1881.
I am very glad to find that Her Majesty's mind is satisfied as to
the conduct of Sir G. Wolseley in his official position ; as also that
Her Majesty will have understood, through you, how completely
my submission was dissociated from any idea that he was expected
in that capacity to interfere with the official responsibility and
province of the Duke of Cambridge.
You will perceive, in respect to the wish which Her Majesty
has now graciously expressed, that this difficulty arises : what is
to happen if a motion be made in the House of Lords say in a
fortnight or three weeks for bringing the authority and professional
weight of that House to bear in an adverse manner upon the
present military system. Her Majesty, with her strong sense of
public duty, will not think we, from our point of view, could be
justified in exposing great national interests to unnecessary
hazard. I need not say it is not in our power to regulate the time
when an adverse motion may be made.
If we could by any means have seen our way on this point I
should have mentioned that it will before long, say at Easter, be
rny duty to submit to Her Majesty a small number of names for
Peerages. One name, that of Lord Reay, has already been sent to
me by Her Majesty's command. It might be more acceptable to
Her Majesty that Sir G. Wolseley's name should be included in
this list, than that he should be placed in a conspicuous position by
an isolated honour.
On various occasions Her Majesty, in the exercise of an undoub-
ted right, when disposed to question the judgment of the Prime
Minister, has desired to know the sentiments of the Cabinet, and
has commanded some expression of her own views to be laid before
them, I have not in the present instance suggested such a course,
nor is it for me to do so, though I should I need hardly say cheer-
fully obey any instructions of Her Majesty on this subject.
As I have referred to the Cabinet, I may mention that in this, as
/ in all matters touching the House of Lords in particular, I have
from the first ucted in consultation with Lord Granville.